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Today’s Objectives 

• Understand the need for and uses of data.

• Develop an understanding of the importance 
of assessment in the teaching cycle. 

• Develop an understanding of Professional 
Learning Communities to improve student 
outcomes.
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Slide 3 You are here

You 
might 
be here

You could also be here
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On Demand 

Authentic 

Assessment 
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Slide 6 Essential Questions 

A

B

why do I sometimes feel 
like I am taking the long 

way around? 

A

B

C

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 7 
• Authentic

• Tied to standards

• Information 

• Plan instruction 
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Teaching and Assessment Cycle
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Slide 9 • Assess: Identify learning 
standards and connect them 
to student learning 
objectives/ outcomes. 

Example: 
Learning Standard 10.A: 
Generate questions and 
processes for answering them.

Student Learning Objective: 
Students will be able to 
formulate questions of personal 
interest and conduct surveys on 
charts/ clipboards. 

Incorporate assessment into 
weekly lesson plans.
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• Plan for engaging 
instruction by connecting 
your assessment data and 
learning targets with 
student interests.

• Example: Overall classroom 
data is pointing to low 
proficiency in numerical 
operations. Student 
interests include  bugs. 

• Strategy: Utilize bugs to 
teach numerical operations.

Plan: Plan for instruction based on 
the assessment data you have collected, 

which includes both qualitative and 
quantitative observations. 
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Do: Teach, engage, 

and inspire 
Teach engaging lessons 
• Pre-teach concepts 
• Utilize multiple 

modalities
• Capitalize on student 

interests 
• Cross content areas
• Repeat exposure
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Do: Teach, engage, 

and inspire 

Teach engaging lessons 
• Pre-teach concepts 
• Utilize multiple 

modalities
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Review: Student learning, 
outcomes, and assessment 

information.

• Review main content 
targets with 
students.

• What are you going 
to do if they learned 
the content?

• What will you do if 
they didn’t? 

• What will you do if 
they far exceeded 
the target? 
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Repeat 
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The WHY behind Differentiated Instruction

The story of the 
Giraffe and the 
Elephant
Adapted from 
Building a House For Diversity, 
R. Roosevelt Thomas Jr.
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• “I’m not sure that a 
house designed for a 
giraffe will ever really 
work for an 
elephant…” 
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The story of the 
Giraffe and the 
Elephant
Adapted from

Building a House For Diversity, 
R. Roosevelt Thomas Jr.
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Slide 22 Building Your Classroom 
to Celebrate Diversity 

How do you ensure your 
ceilings are high enough for 

your giraffes, and your 
hallways are wide enough for 

your elephants?

Differentiated 
Instruction 
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Utilizing Assessment In Instruction

• Assessment can be used to group students 
and allow for instruction at varying levels.

• Student grouping can be a valuable resource 
for teachers as peers can help one another to 
learn and master concepts.
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Mixed Ability 
Grouping 

Ability 
Grouping
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Slide 25 What does this look like?
• Student Learning Objective: I can make 

predictions and collect data information.       
IELDS Goal 10

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Casey
John

Jaylen Connor
Mason

Layla 

Students will answer 
“yes” or “no” when 
provided with 
prediction prompts. 
“Do you think the 
rain gauge will have 
more rain than it had 
yesterday?” 

With teacher 
assistance, will take a 
photo of the rain 
gauge and will 
answer the question, 
“How much rain did 
we get last night.” 
Will report to group. 

Will utilize weather
journals to review 
how much rain was 
charted the day 
before. Will answer 
the questions, “Did 
we get more rain or 
less rain than 
yesterday? How 
much more or less?”

Will utilize the photo 
of the rain gauge to 
recreate the image in 
the weather journal 
and will write a 
sentence that 
explains the 
photograph. Student 
will show her work 
to the group and 
explain her journal 
entry. 

Assessment: Answers 
yes/no question utilizing 
data to make prediction.

Assessment: Answers 
questions that follow a 
single path of inquiry. 

Assessment: Answers 
questions utilizing data to 
verify response.

Assessment: Answers 
questions utilizing data to 
explain  response. 
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Slide 26 Large Group
and

Small Group

• Scaffold questions
• Assign roles 
• Allow students to be 

active and engaged
• Pair students for 

activities 
• Use student 

interests  
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Whales live in the 
ocean. 

Whales 
are fast. because     

they have   
big tails. 
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Documentation

Frequency

Intensity 
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